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I. The Significance of the Commandment 

• There are 613 laws in the Old Testament. 
Some were considered weightier than others. 
 

• Jesus doesn’t say, forget the commandments, 
just be happy. 
 

• Jesus doesn’t say, let’s not be exclusive, it’s all 
relative.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. The Significance of the Commandment 

• Jesus affirms:  
 

• The God of the Bible is the one true God. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. The Significance of the Commandment 

• Jesus affirms:  
 

• The God of the Bible is the one true God. 
 

• The only way to know this God is by 
listening to his revealed word. 
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I. The Significance of the Commandment 

• We all have some moral standard that guides 
our lives, dictates how we live. 
 

• The moral standard that ought to drive our 
lives is God.  
 

• Jesus recites the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-5). 
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I. The Significance of the Commandment 

• The repetition of the word “all” emphasizes 
the comprehensive way we are to love God. 
 

• Love for neighbor (Leviticus 19:18) is directly 
linked to love for God. Can’t divorce the two. 
 

• Love for God is the foundation of our love for 
people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. The Significance of the Commandment 

• What are the things in your life that are 
keeping you from loving God supremely and 
loving people deeply? 
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II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

• The law was given because we can’t trust our 
own judgment. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

• The law was given because we can’t trust our 
own judgment. 
 

• God’s commands have always been for our 
benefit, but we have always questioned God’s 
motives. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

• The law was given to help us live loving lives. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

• The law was given to help us live loving lives. 
 

• The goal of the law is for us to love God 
supremely and love people deeply. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

• The law was given to help us live loving lives. 
 

• The goal of the law is for us to love God 
supremely and love people deeply. 
 

• Love is rooted in our hearts, but demonstrated 
by our actions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

 
In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
1 John 4:10-11 
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• God defines love by his action. Self-sacrificing 
love. 
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II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

• God defines love by his action. Self-sacrificing 
love. 
 

• Loving God supremely fuels our loving people 
deeply. 
 

• You can’t love others unless your love tank is 
full.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

• Unless you first go to God and experience his 
love, you will end up using love to get love. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



II. The Purpose of the Commandment 

• Unless you first go to God and experience his 
love, you will end up using love to get love. 
 

• True, biblical love is loving people without 
needing them to love you back.  
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III. The Impossibility of the Commandment 

• Love God with every fiber of your being, love 
others as much as yourself – every day, in 
every way. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. The Impossibility of the Commandment 

• Love God with every fiber of your being, love 
others as much as yourself – every day, in 
every way. 
 

• All our religious acts -- Bible reading, prayer, 
moral living, etc. – it’s not enough to make us 
right with God.  
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• No one is beyond the hope of experiencing the 
life-changing power of Jesus. 
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• No one is beyond the hope of experiencing the 
life-changing power of Jesus. 
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impossible.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. The Impossibility of the Commandment 

• No one is beyond the hope of experiencing the 
life-changing power of Jesus. 
 

• This scribe knew the commandment was 
impossible.  
 

• He doesn’t need Jesus to say anything more to 
help him love this way, he needs Jesus to show 
him how to love this way.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. The Impossibility of the Commandment 

• Jesus is the only person who obeyed these 
commands perfectly. He loved God supremely 
and loved people deeply. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. The Impossibility of the Commandment 

• Jesus is the only person who obeyed these 
commands perfectly. He loved God supremely 
and loved people deeply. 
 

• Jesus took all our sin upon himself on the 
cross, so we could be set free from the 
punishment of disobeying God’s law. 
 

 
 



III. The Impossibility of the Commandment 

• Christian: Remember the gospel. Rehearse it, 
meditate on it, believe it. 
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• The gospel of Jesus Christ empowers you to do 
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III. The Impossibility of the Commandment 

• Christian: Remember the gospel. Rehearse it, 
meditate on it, believe it. 
 

• The gospel of Jesus Christ empowers you to do 
what seems impossible – love God supremely 
and love others deeply.  
 

• If you are not a Christian, turn from your sin 
and trust in Jesus as your Savior and King.  
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