


THE GOSPEL AND RACIAL 
RECONCILIATION 

Galatians 2:11-16 



I. Learning Gospel Freedom 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. Learning Gospel Freedom 

• Antioch was a very metropolitan city and ethnically 
diverse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. Learning Gospel Freedom 

• Antioch was a very metropolitan city and ethnically 
diverse. 
 

• When Peter first arrived in Antioch, he freely ate with 
Gentiles. A big deal!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. Learning Gospel Freedom 

And there came a voice to him: "Rise, Peter; kill and eat." But Peter 
said, "By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is 
common or unclean." And the voice came to him again a second 
time, "What God has made clean, do not call common."  
Acts 10:13-15 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. Learning Gospel Freedom 

Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.  
Acts 10:34-35 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. Learning Gospel Freedom 

• Peter learned firsthand that Jesus destroyed the dividing 
wall between Jews and Gentiles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



I. Learning Gospel Freedom 

• Peter learned firsthand that Jesus destroyed the dividing 
wall between Jews and Gentiles. 
 

• Eating a meal together was a sign of friendship and 
acceptance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I. Learning Gospel Freedom 

• Peter experienced the freedom of the gospel, empowering 
him to cross ethnic and religious barriers.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I.  Learning Gospel Freedom 
 

II.  Walking in Line with the   Gospel 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 

• Peter stopped eating and associating with Gentile 
Christians in Antioch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 

• Peter stopped eating and associating with Gentile 
Christians in Antioch. 
 

• Circumcision party: Jews who taught that uncircumcised 
and “unkosher” Gentiles could not be Christians.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



• Peter was guilty of hypocrisy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• Peter was guilty of hypocrisy.  
 

• How he was acting was out of line with what he believed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• Peter was guilty of hypocrisy.  
 

• How he was acting was out of line with what he believed. 
 

• Warning: hypocrisy is always infectious. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• Peter’s hypocrisy was rooted in fear.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• Peter’s hypocrisy was rooted in fear.  
 

• When our fear of people is greater than our fear of God, 
our conduct will be out of step with the gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• Fear can destroy the beautiful diversity and racial 
harmony in a church.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• Fear can destroy the beautiful diversity and racial 
harmony in a church.  
 

• Because of his fears, Peter insisted that Gentile believers 
adopt culturally foreign customs and live like Jews.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• We do this by getting others to embrace our customs in 
order for them to feel accepted.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• The gospel is a set of truth claims. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• The gospel is a set of truth claims. 
 

• The gospel has significant implications for every area of 
our lives. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• We must seek to bring our motivations, thoughts, attitudes, 
feelings, and behavior in line with the gospel.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• We must seek to bring our motivations, thoughts, attitudes, 
feelings, and behavior in line with the gospel.  
 

• Implication of gospel: We all stand equal before God, 
regardless of racial background. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



And he [God] made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all 
the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place. 
Acts 17:36 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



And he [God] made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all 
the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place. 
Acts 17:36 
 
• Every human bears the image of God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  
Galatians 3:28 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• The gospel destroys any sense of superiority or inferiority 
within the church. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• The gospel destroys any sense of superiority or inferiority 
within the church. 
 

• Our identity as Christians overshadows and overrides all 
other identities. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• The gospel, not our ethnicity, is what unites us most deeply.  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



• The gospel, not our ethnicity, is what unites us most deeply.  
 

• When that is true, we can appreciate and celebrate our 
differences without fear.  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Walking in Line with the Gospel 



I.  Learning Gospel Freedom 
 

II. Walking in Line with the  Gospel 
 

II. Applying the Gospel to Race 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• We must be honest about our own sin in regards to race. 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• We must be honest about our own sin in regards to race. 
 

• May God give us the courage to acknowledge personal sin 
and repent. 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• We must be honest about our own sin in regards to race. 
 

• May God give us the courage to acknowledge personal sin 
and repent. 
 

• As the church, I believe we must corporately repent.   
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• Pray that our church family grows in ethnic diversity so 
we can model racial harmony and reconciliation to our 
community. 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• Pray that our church family grows in ethnic diversity so 
we can model racial harmony and reconciliation to our 
community. 
 

• Pray that God would heal relationship between law 
enforcement and minorities.   
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• Pray for the global refugee crisis. 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• We must also be willing to listen and learn from others 
who are culturally different from us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• We must also be willing to listen and learn from others 
who are culturally different from us. 
 

• It takes humility to listen to someone else’s story and 
perceptions without judging, defending, or writing them 
off.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



“For those who have never been racially profiled, ridiculed because of their skin 
color, or felt the daily pressures of systemic oppression, they would do well to 
hear the hearts of the believers who express their painful experiences that 
include such details. Empathy is not allowing ourselves to travel down the road of 
apologies while on a guilt trip; rather, it’s an extension of compassion and 
sensitivity toward a person whose life experiences do not line up with ours.” 
D. A. Horton, Pastor of Reach Fellowship 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• Only the gospel can heal us of our prejudice and pride. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



III. Applying the Gospel to Race 

• Only the gospel can heal us of our prejudice and pride. 
 

• Only the gospel can bring lasting racial harmony and 
reconciliation.  
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