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RECONCILING RICH AND POOR 

James 1:9-10; 2:1-17. 
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Big Idea: Reconciliation between rich and 
poor is made possible through Christ. 
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I. God’s heart for the poor. 
II. The gospel unifies the rich and poor 
in Christ. 
III. A gospel balance. 
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Creation: Flourishing, no poverty. 
Fall: Sin, poverty: material and spiritual. 
Redemption:  
 “Already”- spiritually rich. 
 “Not yet”- material wealth. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



Deut. 10:17-18 . For the Lord your God is the God of gods and Lord of 
lords. He is the great God, the mighty and awesome God, who shows no 
partiality and cannot be bribed. He ensures that orphans and widows 
receive justice. He shows love to the foreigners living among you and 
gives them food and clothing.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



Deut. 15:4-8. There should be no poor among you, for the Lord your God 
will greatly bless you in the land he is giving you as a special 
possession... But if there are any poor Israelites in your towns when 
you arrive in the land…do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward 
them. Instead, be generous and lend them whatever they need.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



Psalm 146:7-9. He gives justice to the oppressed and food to the 
hungry. The Lord frees the prisoners. The Lord opens the eyes of the 
blind. The Lord lifts up those who are weighed down. The Lord loves 
the godly. The Lord protects the foreigners among us.  He cares for the 
orphans and widows, but he frustrates the plans of the wicked.   
.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



Prov. 14:31. Those who oppress the poor 
insult their Maker, but helping the poor 
honors him.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



Prov. 21:13. Whoever closes his ear to the 
cry of the poor will himself call out and not 
be answered.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



Luke 4:18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



Luke 6:30. Give to everyone who asks you. 
 
Luke 14:13. When you give a feast invite the poor, the cripples, 
the lame, the blind… 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



Gal. 2:10. Only, they asked us to remember 
the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

I. God’s Heart for the poor. 



II. The gospel unifies the rich 
and poor in Christ. 
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James 1:9-10. Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the 
rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass 
away. 
 

Boasting in our situation is replaced with boasting in Christ. 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 

II. The gospel unifies the rich and poor in Christ. 
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James 2:1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 
 
The gospel removes all partiality by making Christ my glory- 
not poverty or wealth. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

II. The gospel unifies the rich and poor in Christ. 
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James 2:4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and 
become judges with evil thoughts.  
 
The gospel puts us all on equal ground- judgment violates 
God’s heart. 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 

II. The gospel unifies the rich and poor in Christ. 



James 2:8-9. If you really fulfill the royal law according to the 
Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing 
well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 
 

The gospel allows us to obey the law of love and love our 
neighbors. 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 

II. The gospel unifies the rich and poor in Christ. 



III. A gospel balance. 
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A balanced view of Christ.  
 
though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor 
 

 

III. A gospel balance. 
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A balanced view of ourselves. 
 

What is our boast? 
 

James 1:9-10. Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 
10 and the rich in his humiliation 

  
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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Philippians 4:12-13 (NLT) I know how to live on almost 
nothing or with everything. I have learned the secret of 
living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach 
or empty, with plenty or little. 13 For I can do everything 
through Christ, who gives me strength. 
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A balanced view of ourselves. 
 

We need mercy not judgment? 
 

James 2:13. For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no 
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
 

 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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A balanced view of the rich and poor. 
 

Poverty and wealth alone do not determine one’s 
spiritual standing or faith- so don’t judge! 

 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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A balanced view of the age (“already 
but not yet”). 
 

“Already”- helping the poor is a manifestation of the 
Kingdom (“thy Kingdom come”). 

 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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1 John 3:16-18. By this we know love, that he laid down his life for 
us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if 
anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 
Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in 
truth. 

 
 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For listing the Main Points.



A balanced view of the age (“already 
but not yet”). 
 

“Not yet”- We will not eradicate poverty- only Jesus will at 
his return.  
“The poor you will always have with you.” 

 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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A balanced view of the cause of 
poverty. 
 

Poverty is caused both by personal sin and 
systemic injustice. 

 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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Prov. 13:21. Poverty pursues the sinner, but prosperity is the 
reward of the righteous. 
 
Prov. 13:23. A poor man’s field may produce abundant food, but 
injustice sweeps it away. 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 



A balanced view of overcoming poverty.  
 

The rich and poor must work together to 
bring flourishing. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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1 Timothy 6:17-18- Share, do good, give. 
 
1 Timothy 5:8- Provide for own household. 
 
1 Thess. 4:11-12- Work hard, don’t stay financially dependent. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 



A balanced view of overcoming poverty.  
 

The gospel allows me to help the poor without resenting 
the poor or hating myself. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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Resent them 

hate self





A balanced view of salvation.  
 

James 2:14. What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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James 2:19. Even the demons believe—and shudder!  
 
The difference between saving faith and the faith of 
the demons is not intellect or emotion but action. 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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A balanced view of salvation.  
 

True saving faith will exhibit a response. 
 

Saving faith in the gospel should cause me to actively help 
the poor. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The more we believe the gospel the more we will help the poor.




Mercy Ministries at GBC. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

III. A gospel balance. 
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Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the 
kingdom of God. – Jesus. 
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