


Jesus, Traditions, and 
the Bible 

 

Mark 7:1-13 



I. The Authority of the Bible 
 

 
 



I. The Authority of the Bible 

• Disciples were not breaking the Old Testament 
law, but the traditions of the elders. 
 
 
 

 
 



I. The Authority of the Bible 

• Disciples were not breaking the Old Testament 
law, but the traditions of the elders. 
 

• Washing hands had nothing to do with 
hygiene, but ritual purity.  
 
 
 

 
 



I. The Authority of the Bible 

• Disciples were not breaking the Old Testament 
law, but the traditions of the elders. 
 

• Washing hands had nothing to do with 
hygiene, but ritual purity.  
 

• Traditions of the elders had been in place 
hundreds of years. 
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I. The Authority of the Bible 

• All traditions are not bad.  
 

• The problem was when traditions were viewed 
as having equal authority as the Bible.  
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I. The Authority of the Bible 

• Corban was an offering to God. 
 

• Their adherence to man-made rules did not 
help them obey God’s law, it caused them to 
betray the law. 
 

• They were keeping the traditions of men, but 
breaking the law of God.  
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I. The Authority of the Bible 

• The heart of their hypocrisy was that they 
failed to honor the unique authority of the 
Bible. 
 

• If you let traditions, rules, or your own ideas 
have equal authority as the Bible, you are not 
worshipping God. 
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• A failure to recognize the unique authority of 
the Bible is a failure to honor the unique 
authority of God. 
 
 

 
 



I. The Authority of the Bible 

• A failure to recognize the unique authority of 
the Bible is a failure to honor the unique 
authority of God. 
 

• You can’t follow Jesus and yet reject the basis 
of his entire life.  
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II. The Purpose of the Bible 

• The purpose of the Bible is not behavior 
modification, it’s heart transformation.  
 

• The pursuit of outward righteousness fosters 
an inward sense of self-righteousness.  
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II. The Purpose of the Bible 

• God wants us to obey not simply out of duty 
but out of delight.  
 

• We must see purpose of the Bible as a means 
of deepening our intimacy with God or else it 
will become legalistic.  
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III. The God of the Bible 

• Parts of the Bible make us feel terrible or adds 
to our sense of guilt.  
 

• Much of the Old Testament is Law—sets a 
standard of holiness which reflects God’s 
holiness. 
 

• Law makes us feel like we don’t measure up. 
 
 



III. The God of the Bible 

• Jesus is claiming that his words have the 
same authority the Bible. 
 
 
 



III. The God of the Bible 

Wasn’t it necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory? And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself. 
 

Luke 24:26-27 
 
 



III. The God of the Bible 

• Jesus is showing us that the Bible is all about 
him. 
 
 
 



III. The God of the Bible 

• Jesus is showing us that the Bible is all about 
him. 
 

• In order to accept the authority of the Bible 
and trust the purpose of the Bible, we must 
love the God of the Bible. That’s Jesus. 
 
 



III. The God of the Bible 

• Unless you see the Bible as being all about 
Jesus, it will be a crushing burden. 
 
 
 



III. The God of the Bible 

• Unless you see the Bible as being all about 
Jesus, it will be a crushing burden. 
 

• And you will be tempted to turn it into a rule 
book. 
 
 



III. The God of the Bible 

• Jesus did everything God asks of us to do and 
more…submitted to God’s Word, gave up his 
rights, and died for our sins. 
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